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Stations Worksheet                                   The Creation of Student Loan Debt in the United States 


[image: ]As you move through each station, answer the questions that correspond with each document. Remember to analyze each source, and think about it’s overall message and purpose. Use your group members as a resource!! 
Document A: Chart showing the percentage increase of different costs in the United States, 1982-2008, including the dramatic increase in college costs 

What cost increased the most in 1990? In 1996? In 2004? 





How much did college costs increase from 1990 to 2006? 





How do college costs compare to medical costs? Housing costs? 



Document B: The Far-Reaching Impact of the Student Debt Crisis 

The gross domestic product of how many countries is equal to the amount that America’s college graduates owe on student loans?






Why do middle-class students have more student loan debt than anyone else after graduating? 






How do graduates miss out on the benefits that come with a college degree? 



Document C: Chart showing different student loan burdens by state 

What was the average amount of student debt held by U.S. graduates? 






Which state has the highest student debt? Why might this be? 







What do the states with higher student debts have in common? What do the states with lower student debts have in common?  



Document D: Why a College Education is Worth the Cost

On Average, how much more does someone with a bachelor’s degree make than someone with only a high school diploma? 






What are some of the benefits of attending a residential college? 







How do liberal arts majors compare to business majors? 


Document E: 

Which groups made more per week than the median weekly earnings of all worker? 






Which groups had a lower unemployment rate than the median unemployment rate of all workers? 






What do these two graphs ay about attending college? 
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