





included a re-enactment on the field where Pickett's Charge
had occurred and a figurative reunification of the Union and
Confederacy.

No time or consideration was given to the effects of the war
or the transformative legacy of emancipation, despite the
fact that Blacks fought for and supported the Union at
Gettysburg. Instead, white veterans of both sides, old men
now (as we see in this photograph), met to shake hands
symbolically re-uniting the nation.
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Enslaved people and free Black Americans played vital roles
in the war effort and in abolishing slavery. In July of 1862,
Congress passed the Volunteer Militia Act, enabling Black
soldiers' recruitment into the Union Army.

The tintype shown here depicts a seated Black soldier in full
Union uniform with a Colt pocket revolver, ready for service.
Taken sometime around 1862, this picture of an unknown
soldier is like many thousands of photos that depict
members of the United States Colored Troops, a division of
the Union Army established to recruit, train, uniform, and
deploy soldiers of African descent.

Over 200,000 Black men enlisted, making up 10% of the
Union Army, and three in four of them had been enslaved at
the beginning of the war. Ulysses S. Grant calculated their
sheer value to the Union in a letter to President Lincoln: “[B]y
arming the negro we have added a powerful ally. They will
make good soldiers and taking them from the enemy weaken
him in the same proportion they strengthen us.”



Photo by Bettmann Collection/Getty Images

When thinking about Black people during the Civil War, our
collective public memory recalls enslaved people but not



